Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 74 September 1981 production standards of Quintessence, with numerous excellent colour illustrations (and many not so excellent or necessary). There is almost no text except that which acts as captions to the illustrations. It is interesting to note that this 'Painless Endodontics' consists of administration of local anaesthesia, with the addition of nitrous oxide if this is insufficient. But the author states (on page 46) 'the patient is told to expect the tooth to be sore for 24 hours, and to expect an occasional electric sensation in the tooth almost like a small shocking sensation' : can this be called painless?
It is regrettable that the old style of instrument numbering is still used in this book.
The text and illustrations are rambling and therefore do not offer a reasonably simple system of endodontics, as claimed. However, there are many hints and tips which could be of use in any practice and therefore the book is worth dipping into occasionally. It is not recommended as a standard text for students or general practitioners. This volume is neatly divided into sections on basic and clinicalaspects of the subject respectively, thus creating an essential liaison between the laboratory research worker and the clinical psychiatrist.
The monoamine oxidase inhibitors (MAOI) were the first true antidepressant drugs to be introduced to clinical practice, although subsequently falling from grace because of dietary interactions that might cause hypertensive crises and the introduction of the tricyclic antidepressants. It is now realized that the former objection to their use has been vastly overrated and the tricyclics themselves are not without their potential dangers in the form of cardiotoxicity. It is therefore appropriate to review the present position concerning the MAOI and this book provides an excellent survey of recent research on these drugs.
The most interesting development concerns the subdivision of monoamine oxidase into types A and B and the discovery of their respective selective inhibitors, clorgyline and deprenyltermed 'suicide inhibitors' by one of the contributors. Of interest are the effects of deprenyl in increasing sexual activity and in the treatment of senescence and the absence of the 'cheese effect' with this compound. Acetylation is an important modulator of the metabolism of MAOI but, genetically, individuals may be either fast or slow acetylators and this may influence their response to the drugs. This subject is discussed by several authors in the book but with somewhat conflicting results. Clinical enthusiasm for the resurgence of MAIOs may be further dampened by Lader and Savage's conclusion that: 'Neither MAOIs nor their combination with a tricyclic antidepressant are drugs of first choice'.
DA VID WHEATLEY

Editor Journal of Pharmacotherapy
Microbiology of Human Skin. 2nd edn (Major Problems in Dermatology, vol 2) W C Nobel pp 433 £25 London: Lloyd-Luke 1981 This book is a fund of :information on the microbiology of human skin. As a source of references it is impressive and many up-to-date references are included.
The clinical aspects of infections and infected skin disorders are not covered in any detail, nor are their treatment. The book concentrates mainly on the scientific aspects. On occasion, there is a fund of referenced information, but very little attempts to come to any conclusion; this was especially true in the chapter on the 'microbiology of non-infective conditions'.
Nevertheless, the author is to be congratulated on producing such a detailed account and it deserves to be read widely by scientists and clinicians with interests in microbiology and the human skin.
ANDREW P W ARIN
Editorial Representative Section of Dermatology
Ophthalmic Electrodiagnosis. 2nd edn (Major Problems in Ophthalmology, vol I) N R Galloway pp 180 £14 London: Lloyd-Luke 1981 Ophthalmic electrodiagnostic tests are not widely understood. They are based on light or pattern induced changes in the electrical activity of either the retina or visual cortex. In the latter case they merge with neurology and EEG technology. Although extensively used in both human and animal experimental work, the clinical application has been relatively small. This is because the eye is usually easily inspected and there are many simple, reliable, and well tried tests of visual function. Many clinics have been established giving some form of service but in no case are the methods identical and it is impossible to compare their results. Furthermore, many of the diagnostic claims made from an experiment have failed in the clinical situation.
The tests are expensive and time consuming, but visual disorders are common and there is a very
